
Say Vs Tell 
 

Let's begin with the words "say" and "tell." 

This is the present tense form of the verb; however, since they're both irregular verbs, the past 

tense form varies. It changes to "said" and, "told." 

 

The meanings of these verbs are somewhat different. 

 Saying anything implies expressing it in words. 

 And "tell" refers to the act of providing information to another person. 

 

That is the most significant distinction between these two terms. 

 

When you employ the word "tell," you must have someone following you. It might be a noun or a 

pronoun, but it must be followed by a person. 

 

e.g., Raja told Sita to do it. 

 

Here are a few examples to help you better understand.  

 

Where is Ram going? He didn’t say. 

Where are Kamal and Lilly going? They didn’t tell me. (They didn’t give me the information) 

 

What did the teacher say? 

What did the teacher tell you? (What information did the teacher give you?) 

 

Say ‘hi’ to Mala for me! 

Tell Mala I said hi! 

 

Mani wants to say something about our boss. 

He wants to tell you something about our chairman. 

 

She said that Arun’s new house was lovely. 

She told Arun that his new house was lovely. 

 

Did she say how it occurred? 

Did she tell you how it occurred? 

 

I said that I would meet him on Sunday. 

I told him that I would meet him on Sunday. 

 

A major distinction between both verbs is that "tell" must be followed by someone [noun or 

pronoun]. 

 

Instructions on how to use ‘Tell’ 
When speaking directly to a person, the word ‘tell’ is used after an object in a sentence. 

‘Tell’ is also commonly used to concentrate on particular aspects or facts about something. It's 



employed in reported speech, which is also known as indirect speech. This implies that it is only used 

when paraphrasing rather than quoting someone else's remarks. 

 

e.g., The boss told his employees to work. 

Kala told me she likes coffee. 

Malar told Shiva she hates reptiles. 

 

Instructions on how to use ‘Say’ 
In direct and indirect discourse, the verb ‘say’ may be employed as follows: 

e.g., "I don't want to leave," Komala said. (direct) 

Komala said that she did not want to leave (indirect)  

 

‘Say’ does not refer to an object, but you would add' to' if you were to refer to an object. 

e.g., Tharani said to Ram she liked groundnut burfies. 

Mallika said to me Krishna was on leave. 

 

Speak Vs Talk 

"Speak" is an irregular verb, much like "say" and "tell." As a result, the past tense form is "spoke." 

However, since "speak" is a regular verb, all you have to do to make it past tense is add -ed-. That -

ed- is pronounced as talk/t/ with a /t/ sound added to the end of the verb. 

"speak" and "talk" imply the same thing, and most of the time, you could employ either one of them, 

so it doesn't make much difference which one you select. There are some minor variations in how 

they are utilised: 

 

"Speak" is a bit more formal than "talk." It also means more general things than the word "talk."  

 

When you use the word "talk," you might follow it with the word "about." 

e.g., Talk about your work experience. 

As a result, it's a bit more particular. 

 

"Speak" may be used in a variety of contexts or in a general sense. 

e.g., Can I speak with the boss? 

This is fairly generic; we are unclear about discussing what we want. However, it also sounds more 

official and significant. 

 

e.g., Can I talk with the boss? 

So, it's a bit more casual, a little less official, and it doesn't sound as significant. And by using 

"about," we may provide extra information. 

Can we talk about the meeting? 

 

So, let us rapidly discuss prepositions. What keywords may go with these verbs? 

 

You may speak to someone, talk to someone, speak with someone, talk with someone, speak 

about something– or someone, and talk about something – or someone. 

 

Most notably, "speak" may only be used while discussing languages. 

e.g., They speak Hindi [Correct]. They talk Hindi [Incorrect]. 



It's possible that you'll hear someone say, "They talk in Hindi." 

 

How many languages do you speak? [Correct]. How many languages do you talk? [Incorrect]. 

Helen speaks five languages [Correct]. Helen talks five languages [Incorrect]. 

 

That is the most crucial thing to understand about these two verbs; however, they are synonyms; 

thus, you may often use either one. The change is minute or negligible. 

 

e.g., I spoke with my boss last night. 

I talked with my boss last night. 

They may be interchanged. 

 

That's all there is to it! I hope you had a good time with the lesson. 


