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Use of ‘The’ before TV and Radio 

TV 

Which of the following statements is right? 

Kala is watching the news on the television. 

Kala is watching the news on television. 

 

The second statement is accurate without the article THE. Why? 

 

We DO NOT use the word THE when we talk about television programs (UK = programmes) 

that are aired (= transmitted/ broadcast). 

e.g., In the 1950s, television became widely accessible. 

I'm curious what's on TV tonight. 

 

The word TV (written in capital letters) is a more frequent use than uttering the whole word 

"television". 

e.g., Last night, there was an excellent movie on TV. 

 

Informally, we refer to television as 'Tele.' 

e.g., What's on tele tonight? 

 

When referring to television as a device or a piece of furniture, we use the article THE or A. 

e.g., Please do not place the glass on the television since the water may spill on it. 

Helen bought a new TV yesterday. 

The television was too large to fit in the wall unit. 

Don't sit too near to the television. 

 

When discussing more than one television, or TVs in general, we do not use the article THE. 

e.g., Televisions were introduced in the 1930s, but their popularity skyrocketed in the late 

1940s. 

 

Radio 

Which of the following statements is right? 

Ramu listens to the news on radio. 

Ramu listens to the news on the radio. 

 

The second statement is accurate with the article THE. 

e.g., 

You listen to the radio. 

I often listen to the radio in my automobile. 

Do not say: listen to radio. 

You mention someone or something being on the radio. 

My mother heard the news on the radio (not on radio). 



 

Note: There is no apparent grammatical reason why we must use the article "the" before radio. 

However, if you are referring to the term "radio" for listening or describing it as an object, you 

must use "the." If the word “radio” is referred to as an object, the article "a" may also be used 

before it. 

 

e.g., Raju's mother gave him a radio as a gift. 

 

We hope this helps! 

Happy Learning!! 

 

Regards, 

The Kanavu School of English 

Kanavu.org 

8838621831 

 

https://kanavu.org/category/blogs/resources/ 


